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to report any enclosures or conversion of arable made during
the past two years. The returns for Leicestershire showed
that in one of the hundreds two thousand acres had been
enclosed, while in Warwickshire nearly five thousand acres
had been converted. The Derbyshire justices reported, as
to one division of the county, that they had" made special
inquiry touching enclosures made within these two years
but find very few within our division, for the most of our
wapentake hath been long since enclosed. Howsoever,
some few have been presented which we have commanded
to throw down, and have stayed the proceeding of such
enclosures as have been lately begun and are not finished " *.
Other measures taken by the Government included the Penalties
appointment of three commissions to inquire into depopula-
tion2, and the issue of instructions to judges going the
assizes to punish strictly ' depopulating enclosures'3.
Though the Statutes of Tillage had been repealed, a verdict
in the Star Chamber held the offence of depopulation to be
punishable by the common law 4, and in any case the threat
of a summons to the Council Table or the Star Chamber
reinforced the Government's authority. Information was
laid in the Star Chamber against powerful offenders, or against
those who disregarded the warnings of the justices of the
peace 5. ' Depopulators ' were required to pay a fine and to
give an undertaking to restore farm-houses with arable land
attached 6. The levying of fines offered a temptation to the
commissioners for depopulation to seek opportunities for
1 State Papers Domestic, 1629-1631, p. 490 (Leicestershire) ; 1633-
1634, p. 387 (Warwickshire); Victoria County History, Derbyshire, ii. 173.
For other references to enclosures, see State Papers Domestic, 1631-1633,
pp. 27 (Derbyshire), 29, 557 (Hunts), 31, 40-41, 54 (Leicestershire), 64
(Notts), 73 (Middlesex), 74 (Dorset and Wilts), 87 (Gloucestershire), 560
(Kent) ; 1633-1634, pp. 162 (Kent), 309 (Lincolnshire). Hist. MSS.
Comm. Cowper, i. 430 (Forest of Dean) ; ii. 115 (Lincolnshire).
a In 1632, 1635 and 1636 : State Papers Domestic, 1631-1633, p. 490;
Leonard, " The Inclosure of Common Fields in the Seventeenth Century "
in Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, N.S. xix. 129.
3	State Papers Domestic, 1631-1633, p. 535.
4	Powell, Depopulation Arraigned (1636), 2, 84 seq.
*	State Papers Domestic, 1631-1633, p. 18 ;   1637, p. 248 ;   1639-1640,
pp. 144, 181.
•	Ibid. 1635-1636, p. 399 ;  1639, p. 328.   Bland, Brown and Tawney,
English Economic History : Select Documents, 275,

